Location: High Country Estates, Salt Lake County, UT
/ _ o Timeline: Initiated 2003-ongoing
é‘iﬁf il e R Treatment Type: Mechanical and Prescribed Fire
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Historically in High Country
Estates, the number of juniper trees
in the area would have been much
fewer than now due to disturbance
by fires that no longer burn

uninhibited across the landscape.
- WILD LAND “We would have seen a few juniper
trees per acre of sagebrush

FIRE DANGER compared to today’s established
woodlands,” said Chadwick. The
thickest areas have hundreds of
Jjuniper living on a single acre. As
these sites converted to juniper,
significant impacts occurred to the
existing watershed, wildlife, and
other vegetation. Fire will create

. openings (spacing between trees or
clumps of trees) in the thick juniper stands that will allow an opportunity for biological diversity
to reestablish.

Citizens Chip-In on Chipper Day
Local Community Reduces Fire Hazards
On June &, 2010 individuals from the BLM

West Desert Fire Zone gathered with
resources from Unified Fire Authority and
the Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, & State
Lands to provide assistance to residents of
Hi-Country Estates Phase 1. The assistance
came in the form of taking unwanted foliage
that residents had removed from around their
homes, and turning it into useable wood
chips. Natural Resource Specialist Brad
Jessop said, “The use of wood mulch can




help reduce weed growth and maintain moisture within the soil”. The production of useful
biomass wasn’t the only benefit from this event. Residents were able to enhance the aesthetics
of the landscape while creating defensible space around their homes to help protect from
wildfires.

The event took root during a community meeting in January 2010, when Fuels Program Manager
Brook Chadwick suggested the use of a chipper to produce useful biomass for the residents
rather than discarding the woody debris into a landfill. Thanks to a collaborative effort from the
BLM, UFA, and the FFSL, along with the residents of Hi-Country Estates, a potential annual
event is now in the works for this community.

At the end of the day, 23 residents took advantage of the event and many expressed their
gratitude to the agencies involved, and hoped to make this into an annual occurrence. Future
plans include establishing a location for the residents to dump their foliage for chipping,
establishing a transportation system to move the chips, and utilizing some of the bio mass for
trail maintenance. This event coincided with ongoing efforts between the BLM, UFA, Utah
State, Utah National Guard, and Rio-Tinto Kennecott Copper in landscape fuels reduction for
wildland fire protection.



