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Dispatch Zone: The Moab Interagency Fire Cente(MIFC)is the dispatch centerfor southeast Utahwhich
includes: the CanyonCounty BLM Fire Zone (Moaband Monticello FieldOfficesandthe PriceField Office fire
zone- BLM); the Manti-LaSal National Forest (USFSRivision of Forestry,Fire and StateLands Southeast Area
(SES) and theNational Park ServiceSoutheast Utah Group (NPS).

Thedispatch area involvesover 10 million acres of terrain that ranges from grasslands at000 feet
to forested lands above 12000 feet in elevation.Land status throughout the area is highly
fragmented. We respond to an aveage of300-400 incidents per year, with a fire season that
extendsthroughout the year with prescribed fires in the spring fall, and winter.

Dispatch Staffing : Although shorthanded, the @nter performed well in 2009. TheLead F.S. Dispatchdeft in
December, 2008, for the BIA national office in Boise. The Assistant Center Manager left in May to return to the
west (California) to be closer to his family. A new BLM Lead Dispatcher was hired imdrand a new State
seasonaldispatcher was hired in April. There were a total of 21 detailers who worked in the Dispatch office in
two-week intervals as initial attack dispatchers, aircraft dispatchers, and support dispatchers. They were all
ordered on resource orders for the various fires occurng at the time. Local dispatchers assisted on night

shifts.

Dispatch Activity : Activity was moderate. The first wildland fire of the year occurred onFebruary 1stand the
last occurred on November 2st, Resources esponded to227 wildfires, including 8 WFRBs (wildfire for
resource benefit), 20 prescribed burns;79 UTL/FAs (unable to locateafter reported, and false alarmy 5 search
and rescuesand 8public assist incidentsin the MIFC zone.

Large Fires: There werefifteen large fires (over 300 acres BLM/100 F.S)ncluding wildfires for resource
benefit fires.

Large fires(7) :

Joe Hutch on the BLM was in a remote arég the Desolation Canyon area. It was remote and difficult to
suppress. Total acres for this fire was 785.

Steamboat Mesa on BLM was 171 acres.

Tavaputs on BLM was 54@cres also in a remote area by Desolation Canyon

Westwater complexconsisting of three fireson both BLM and State lands totale@37 acres.

Lockerby on State, Private, and BLM landstaled 660 acres and was jointly managed by the State, San
Juan County, and BLM. It threatened several ranches and crops. A variety of resources were used including
aircraft, and heavy equipment.

West Scofieldz State was on State and private lands dhe west side of Scofield Reservoir. It was
handled by the State using VFDs and fire departmentseurces from surrounding cities as well as U.5orest
Service and BM supplying personnel and equipment Air tankers and other aircraft were used as well stheavy
equipment on the ground. Total acres were 251.

Wildfire for Resource Benefi: The Manti LaSal National Forest placeight fires in WFRBstatus, for a
total of 4,332 acres burnedfor resource enhancement and improvement of forest healthThe largestwere Lake
Fork for 2,121 acresand Tie Fork for 885 acres on the North zoneCooperSprings at 1,320 acresnd Duck
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Lake for 650 acreson the $uth zone Various local and offunit overhead managel these fires on the North and
South Zones.

The Sanpete Ranger District personnel were very active in the support of Lake Fork in working with the media
and local residents.

Prescribed Fire : There were a totalof 20 prescribed burns for 7,358acres: 3on State/private, 7 on Forest
Service, on BLM, and lon Park Service.The largest burn was the West Scofield burn on Forest and State lands
on the west side of Scofield Reservoir for 2,688cres The Joes Valley RX burn accomplished 1,d&es Aeral
ignition was used on the Blue CreeRX burn for400 acresand Pack Creelwith 190 acres. The BLM has several
on-going projects including tamarisk removaland pile burning along the Colorado River corridor. The most
spectacular was the Poison Spider lva just north of Moabfor 8 acres(see front cover).

Moab Helitack : For 2009the Moab helicopter 206GH,started operations onJune 3 and ended on September
15. The helicopter flew a total o223 hours. There were 4linitial attack missionsas well assupporting other
fires by flying personnel in to and out of or flying cargo to firefightersand mapping fires. In addition, there
were sixextended attack missions, one of which was affistrict. There were 859 passengers transprted;
35,578 gallons ddivered; 76,911 pounds internal cargo transported and 67,58 pounds external cargo.

Moab helitack went of 2 search and rescue missions for Grand County atelf an injured person off the
Porcupine Rim trail and one older person off Grand View Mountain the LaSals.

Agency:. BLM USFS NPS | State/County
Total flight Hours 104.4 103.3 .8 14.6
Project Flight Hours 4.5 0 0 0

Off Unit Flight Hours 15.3 24 0 0

Weather: The water year of 2008/2009 was below averagewith several major rain incidents. In November,
2008, there were heavy rains during the Thanksgiving week. Also, the end of May, 2009, extensive rain storms
causing localized flooding. There was a lack of ragturing the rest of the water year. In Moab, the water year
was 70% of average. The monsoon season was nominal consequently there were fewer thunderstorms with
less lightning.

Our ERC/BI charts indicating potential fire behavior for our high and low elevations are shown below. Early

July through the middle ofSeptember we were above the average percentile for the Bls for high elevation and

low elevation. For October, there were times it was above average. The ERC component also showed the same
pattern, bumping the maximum (97% percentile) in August and part bSeptember and again being above

average for part of October.
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