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Good Progress Made on Arizona Strip Fires 
 
Aided by favorable weather conditions, firefighters made good progress yesterday in controlling some of 
the many fires that were burning on the Arizona Strip in Northwest Arizona.  No significant growth was 
reported on any of the 10 fires that were started by lightning when a thunderstorm passed through the area 
on Friday evening, August 26.  Much work remains to be done, but any threats that were posed by the 
fires to either public or private lands have been greatly reduced by the firefighters efforts.  These fires are 
scattered throughout the western section of the Arizona Strip on lands managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management.  Many of these are located in remote areas with little access.  There are still no closures or 
evacuations associated with any of these fires.   
 
The largest of these fires is the 2,000+ acre Plateau Fire located 10 miles south of Bloomington, UT.  
Smoke and flames from this fire could be seen from the St. George area on Friday night and into Saturday 
morning.  This fire remained active yesterday with flames visible through Saturday night. Aerial 
firefighting resources were vital in keeping the fire from spreading to the south.  
 
A Very Large Air Tanker (VLT) was brought in from Southern California to assist with the suppression 
efforts on the Plateau Fire.  These converted DC-10s are relatively new to the firefighting effort. This was 
the first ever use of one in Color Country.  These privately owned aircraft are capable of holding up to 
11,000 gallons of fire retardant, about four times what the nationally contracted heavy air tankers can 
hold.  Due to the large size of the VLTs and their lack of maneuverability they can only be used under 
specific conditions and are usually limited to flat to rolling terrain and not generally used in mountainous 
areas.  Luckily these conditions existed on the Plateau Fire and the VLT were very successful in assisting 
control efforts.     
 
Numerous interagency resources continue to manage the fires including 2 local Type 3 Incident 
Management Teams, 250+ firefighters and 15 wildland fire engines.  Aerial resources include 5 
helicopters committed to the fires and Single Engine Air Tankers (SEATS) and 1 heavy air tanker 
available locally if needed.  Additional resources may be brought in from across the state and region if 
needed. 
 
Smoke from some of these fires may continue to be seen over the next few days in the mountains to the 
south of St. George, in the Virgin River Gorge and also from Mesquite, NV.     
 
Scattered thunderstorms are once again forecasted throughout the Color Country area this afternoon so 
additional fire starts are a possibility.   
 
For More Information:  For more information on fire activity in southwestern Utah, the public can call the Color 
County Fire Information Hotline at 1-866-447-1283.  For more information on wildland fires burning in Arizona go 
to: www.wildlandfire.az.gov/.  For more information on fires in Utah visit www.utahfireinfo.gov. For more 
information on fires across the country, visit www.inciweb.org. 
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